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Baseball players make pitch for autistic 
	

	Hoping to raise money and awareness for Autism, Cordova Fury pitchers Amanda Fearn (far left) and Sami Allen, joined Strikeouts for Autism founder Mickey Coyne (second from right) in an effort to help out kids like Coyne’s brother, Brendan (center, right) and Fearn’s own brother, Will (not pictured). Coyne’s cousins, Elk Grove residents Brooke Coyne (center) and Alec Coyne (far right) also joined the group to help out their cousins Brendan and Mickey. 
Photo by Bill Hicks 


By BILL HICKS, Jr., Sports Editor - Baseball has a long tradition of charitable giving, particularly when it comes to health issues. 
From Lou Gehrig’s Disease, AIDS and, more recently, prostate cancer, baseball teams and players have taken significant roles to provide streams of charitable revenue for various causes. 
When San Francisco Giants pitcher Barry Zito started Strikeouts for the Troops, a foundation to raise money for injured troops, it moved Rancho Cordova resident Mickey Coyne into action — not to donate to wounded troops, but to help out his little brother, Brendan, who has been diagnosed with autism. 
“When I heard about Strikeouts for the Troops, I just thought, maybe we could do that except do it for autism,” Coyne said. Knowing his cousins, Elk Grove residents Brooke Coyne and Alec Coyne, both pitch, he thought the trio might be able to rack up enough strikeouts to help raise his initial goal of $1,000. 
“We might have to adjust that figure now,” said Mickey’s mother, Faith Coyne. 
Mickey’s small group of baseball players has already raised more than $800 towards the goal and the group hasn’t even started tallying strikeout totals. 
“Some people have donated a flat amount, like $20 or $10 and others have donated like $2 to $4 per strikeout,” Faith said. The $800 raised thus far is just tabulated from flat donations. The final total could exceed the initial goal by far. 
“These kids are having some of the best seasons they’ve ever had,” Faith said. “I know Mickey’s playing as well as he ever has and Alec and Brooke are both doing very well, too.” 
Coyne also got an unexpected but pleasant ally when he enlisted the help of one of his schoolmates at St. John Vianney School, Amanda Fearn. It turned out Fearn also has a brother, Will, who has been diagnosed with autism. 
Coyne’s luck couldn’t have been much better as Fearn, an all star pitcher with the Cordova Fury, recruited her friend and fellow Fury pitcher Sami Allen. 
Coyne and company started their venture in March to coincide with Autism Awareness Month and have slowly gained momentum. Despite having a lot to play well for, the group of pitchers has stayed focused on their responsibilities to their respective teams. 
“I’m just focused on thinking about everything related to baseball — the count, how many outs there are, who’s up,” said Alec Coyne, the oldest of the group. 
Strikeouts for Autism also has a group of players in Solano County, as well as two entire teams contributing strikeout totals to the cause. 
“That’s really the biggest thing, Faith said. “Raising awareness so that people know what autism is all about and getting people to say hey, I want to be part of this, I want to help out and I already play ball anyway.” 
Whether high school, college or Little League, Strikeouts for Autism hopes they not only gain a few donations as the season progresses, but also find a few more lively arms to add to their collection — particularly since Fearn, an all star in the midst of her best season yet, recently injured her leg and will be unable to pitch for most of the remainder of the season. 
For Mickey, the motivation is much more basic. 
It took him a long time to understand the nature of the disease affecting Brendan, but once he discovered that it’s a condition that impacts lots of kids across the country, he knew there was something he wanted to do about it. 
“Mickey missed out on a lot of those sibling activities that kids share with their brothers and sisters,” Faith said. “It was really hard for him, but this is something I think he feels like he can do and they can share together,” she said. 
“He’s a really special person to me,” Mickey said. 
“I always play with him. We both play baseball,” he said of his brother, who is less than a year younger than Mickey. “Like I said before, he’s just a really special person.” 
If things keep going the way Mickey originally hoped, more and more pitchers will sport the group’s signature patch — a blue Autism Speaks puzzle piece with a backwards red K on top. As it stands, more and more of the group’s K’s have been popping up in scorebooks. 
“It’s kind of funny how good these guys have been doing,” Faith said. “We’ve had some people that donated a dollar a strikeout come and say maybe we can make it fifty cents.” 
To contact Strikeouts for Autism, visit www.givenow.autismspeaks.org or e-mail strikeouts@sbcglobal.net.
